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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 








“What Can I Do?” 


It is the rare urban community 
that does not need a Neighborhood 
House —an_ inter-racial center 
where children from crowded apart- 
ments and dwellings can enjoy di- 
rected group activities under Chris- 
tian influences — games, music, arts 
and crafts and other useful subjects 
during the periods they would other- 
wise be on the streets. Neighbor- 
hood House is also a place where 
the elderly can meet and pursue 
useful hobbies: Language study, 
group singing and art classes are 
popular with all ages. (Teachers can 
often be found among retired per- 
sons of experience.) Baby clinics 
and pre-natal clinics are often pro- 
vided. (Doctors and school authori- 
ties are, as a rule, very cooperative 
in such enterprises.) 

How it’s done: A church group, 
or some other organization of con- 
cerned citizens initiates the plan and 
finds an old house — commodious 
but reasonable in rent — in a stra- 
tegic area where the children swarm 
in the streets. The house may need 
repair, will of course need repaint- 
ing and papering. That’s the first 
Neighborhood House project — to 
enlist youth groups on a week-end 
work camp basis to clean and refur- 
bish the house, gather the donated 
furnishings needed. Then the staff of 
volunteers must be organized to run 
it. Teen-agers respond to this lead- 
ership challenge. 

The aim of Neighborhood House 
should focus on strengthening fam- 
ily life— for whole families will 
soon be happily involved — and on 
helping individuals achieve happi- 
ness and security through the culti- 
vation of satisfying relationships in 
group experiences and organized 
programs for the well-being of the 


whole community. 

(One most successful Neighborhood House 
venture is the Friends (Quakers) Neighborhood 
Guild in Philadelphia. The Guild has instruc- 
tive and attractive literature telling how it has 
been done. Printing is expensive, so if you 
are interested, send a five dollar gift (or more) 
and ask for their literature. Address: Friends 
Neighborhood Guild, Ethel K. B. Hallowell, 
Secretary, 703 No. Eighth St., Phila., 23, Pa.) 





X-Ray and Forecast 
WHAT’S AHEAD? — ABROAD AND AT HOME. 


S the Formosa strife quiets down, we can expect disturbances else- 

where in the East and Mideast. The U. S. has poured billions into 
military aid in Pakistan and Turkey, yet, like Formosa, these are now most 
unstable areas on the perimeter of the free world. The vast outlays of cash, 
so often recklessly spent, have fostered corruption and political instability, 
rather than strength. Often it’s a case of the “outs” wanting to kick out the 
“ins” at the highest levels of national leadership so they can share the quick 
wealth which U. S. military spending creates. 


NATIONAL POLITICAL REGIMES, which are tied in with the 
U. S. military, often feel so strong and secure that they become arrogant 
and oppressive. In both Turkey and Pakistan, political upheavals are certain 
to come on this score and can only be prevented by more oppression, which 
will in turn breed more opposition, the U. S. becoming increasingly im- 
bedded in the local tyranny—as we have in Formosa, and also in Thailand. 
The Russians can conveniently play upon all these issues with little risk or 
cost, every move they make costing us more and gaining us little. 


HIS IS BEING WRITTEN before the November elections, but fore- 

casts are that old guard Republicanism is on the way out. Democratic 
gains will be blamed on “moderate” Republicanism by the perverse mind 
of old guard GOP — but, while the die-hards cuss, Vice President Nixon, 
with two years of grooming ahead, will become much more outspoken as 
a moderate progressive Republican. Nixon will have to do this increasingly 
if Sen. John Kennedy’s prospects grow brighter for the Democratic candi- 
dacy. The fact that there was hardly a murmur in Rome over the strong 
push for an American Pope will strengthen the Kennedy cause. There have 
been strong underground movements in Catholic circles for an American 
Pope (since 70 per cent of the Vatican’s income comes from the U. S.) 
“Not yet,” said Rome. Little has appeared in our press to frighten non- 
Catholic Americans, so the door is open a little wider for Kennedy. 


N THE SOUTHLAND, the integration problem is entering its most 

painful, bewildering stage. Southern politicians have made a lot of fool- 
ish promises about “private education” and “tearing down the public 
schools before allowing one Negro child to enter our classrooms.” But 
when it comes to persuading folks to dig up the money for private educa- 
tion, that’s another thing — for the cost is prohibitive. Then, as students 
and parents see their educational system go to pieces and discover that 
universities cannot honor credits from makeshift schools, the pressure on 
the hotheads will increase. 


SCIENCE SHOWS THE WAY 


HE courageous and farsighted leadership of scientists from many na- 

tions, in an extraordinary sequence of successful international scien- 
tific gatherings, is opening paths towards the control of atomic weapons 
and towards disarmament. We outlined the nature of these gatherings in 
our last release. This is still, by far, the important issue on the horizon. 


TO SUMMARIZE: Military and political spokesmen had insisted 
it would be impossible to enforce an atomic test ban; the scientists estab- 
lished evidence it was not only scientifically possible but feasible. The mili- 


tary said a detection system to enable international authorities to police 
(continued on NEXT page) 








A PERSONAL MESSAGE 
from the editor of Between The 
Lines will soon reach each of our 
subscribers. In this letter, Mr. 
Wells will urge every reader to 
join us in making the coming 
Christmas season one of unusual 
significance in the advancement 
of truth and love — the two most 
meaningful aspects of Christmas. 
Was there ever a time when truth 
and love could accomplish so 
much? And now you can do 
something about it! Watch for 
this letter from Charles A. Wells. 


FOR FRIENDS and rela- 
tives who already receive Be- 
tween The Lines, an appropriate 
Christmas gift is the new book, 
Journey Into Light, by Charles 
A. Wells, which has brought a 
fresh grip on hope and faith to 
many through its realistic timely 
interpretation of First Century 
Christianity for today. This hand- 
some hardcover book of 142 
pages, illustrated by the author, 
costs $2.50 per copy, postpaid. 
Note: Mr. Wells will autograph 
and personally inscribe this book 
in the recipient's name on all 


gift orders received before Dec. 1. 


Make out your list of those to whom 
you wish to give this appropriate gift, 
and we will mail it direct with a gift 
card in your name — timing its arrival for 
the Christmas season and marking the 
package outside with a Christmas gift 
sticker. Send in your list today with $2.50 
for each book, and we will do the rest. 


MANY OF OUR READERS 
are ordering from five to fifty 
copies of Think on These Things, 
a collection of Mr. Wells draw- 
ings, to use instead of token gifts 
or calendars for those to whom 
they want to send something 
more than a card — or for mem- 
bers of a Sunday School class, 
reading group, etc. This inspira- 
tional book contains 80 drawings 
with comments under each, is 
attractively bound in bright blue, 
heavy paper binding, costs just 
$1. per copy, postpaid. 











Post-Election Economics 


In the effort to keep our readers 
informed on vital economic devel- 
opments, we provide reports that 
usually deal on one or two levels: 
(1) the worldwide or national level, 
which, though seemingly remote, 
soon affects our own personal for- 
tunes; (2) the domestic level, deal- 
ing with wages. price and job trends, 
inflation and tax problems which 
are part of every reader’s daily liv- 
ing. We believe moral and spiritual 
factors are paramount in all these 
problems and while almost none of 
the economic information services 
available deal with these factors, we 
find that not a few economists of dis- 
tinction do recognize the impor- 
tance of the moral and spiritual ele- 
ments in our economic life, and to 
them we look for guidance. 


There is still a third level, that 
of personal investments, which, we 
grant, is of great importance to 
those who have savings to invest. 
The spiritual and moral factor, how- 
ever, has little part in these matters 
for the individual, unless one loads 
up with distillery or tobacco (cigar- 
ette) stock! And any service we 
might render at this level of person- 
al investments can be easily dupli- 
cated, and far more adequately, in 
most communities. A number of our 
readers have written to ask what 
we think of this or that kind of in- 
vestments, how good are certain 
stocks or bonds. As much as we 
would like to offer such a service, 
it is obviously impossible to do so 
for the very small subscription price 
this Newsletter receives. We hope to 
render an even more valuable serv- 
ice by concentrating on the more 
penetrating kind of economic infor- 
mation not available elsewhere. 


ABOUT INVESTMENTS: The 
securities business is a great guess- 
ing game, and men who have spent 
all their lives in the field get carried 
away by some new prospectus and 
lose many shirts on it — including 
their own! Yet you can earn addi- 
tional gain through investment as 
well as anyone else. In every ma- 
jor urban community there are in- 
vestment houses— branches with 
headquarters in Wall Street—which 
will be glad to advise you, though 
the sums you have available are 
small. These investment services are 
now especially eager to add the 
small “monthly payment” investor 
to their rolls. Only $25 or $50 a 
month can soon pyramid into a 
substantial sum. Consult your bank- 
er for the nearest investment office 
where they have daily reports from 
the stock exchange with market 
quotations. And you will also find 
many good “over the counter” in- 
vestments that are not on the ex- 
change, both for speculation and 
long term security. 


Your public library will have 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


atomic installations would not be reliable; the scientists accumulated evi- 
dence that such a system could be reliable enough to establish promptly the 
guilt of an offending power. The military warned that the only way to pre- 
vent an atomic missile attack was to be prepared to strike first, which 
would threaten the world with a terrifying moral dilemma; but the scien- 
tists assert that it would not be difficult to set up scientific safeguards 
against sudden attack — through inspection, observation and warning 
techniques. 

U. S. MILITARY AND POLITICAL ASSOCIATES, however, 
continue to make alarming and fear-provoking statements that completely 
ignore the findings and statements by the very scientists who made the 
atomic weapons which the military now rely on. It is evident, therefore, 
that there are influential groups in Washington who will seek to subvert 
these promising efforts of the scientists. Since many careers, fortunes and 
profitable arms industries are deeply involved in the $30 billion or more 
that will be spent on planes, missiles and undersea weapons in the next five 
years, there are other more substantial reasons for opposing agreements 
with the Soviet than the familiar one — “we can’t trust the Russians.” With 
what the scientists propose, we do not need to trust the Russians — if we 
give genuine support to international cooperation under UN arms control. 
Watch for news of these conferences, for much will depend on the public 
interest and response. There is already a strong tendency to play down the 
hopeful and factual aspects of these atomic negotiations, and the absolute 
need for international cooperation to avert disaster, while playing up the 
traditional military attitude of fear and suspicion — a posture which would 
certainly undermine all hope of agreement. Make your convictions known 
everywhere you can, by voice and by written word. 


DEMOCRACY BLINDED? 


ON’T let them cow you when it comes to expressing your convictions. 

The formulas of military secrecy are increasingly encroaching upon 
the right of the citizen to know the truth. The attempt by the White House 
to condemn the public for the widespread criticism of official policy on the 
Quemoy offshore island imbroglio is an example that violates all our tradi- 
tions. The American people reacted against the futility and danger of going 
to war over islands within a great Red China harbor. Most of the world’s 
military tacticians also thought it was absurd, as revealed everywhere in 
the foreign press. White House and State Dept. officials and old guard 
Formosa-firsters were stung by the public reaction. Nixon’s statement that 
foreign policy shouldn’t be influenced by what people think prompted a 
Canadian editor to ask, “Hasn’t Mr. Nixon read Thomas Jefferson?” 

IT IS IMPERATIVE that the public be fully aware of the meaning 
of the atomic negotiations, just as they should have been permitted to know 
the truth about Formosa, that when the Japanese lost Formosa in 1945, a 
genuinely free Formosa Government was established with the blessings of 
the U. S. — and that this Government continued until Chiang Kai-shek in- 
vaded the island in 1949, slaughtering about 10,000 Formosans. The Amer- 
ican people should know that Chiang has held Formosa by police power 
ever since. The American public does not know the truth because, after a 
powerful bloc of American politicians maneuvered U. S. policy around to 
back Chiang’s Formosa regime, all news of the Free Formosa Government- 
in-exile was suppressed from then on. Then just recently, as we have re- 
ported (see BTL, Oct. 15), the Free Formosa Government-in-exile, now in 
Tokyo, under the leadership of the Formosa scholar, Dr. T. C. Liao, sent 
a plea to Washington in an open letter released through the North Ameri- 
can Newspaper Alliance, asking that the truth be recognized in Washing- 
ton, that the Chiang Kai-shek regime does not represent a “free” Formosa 
Government as is claimed. Dr. Liao challenged Washington to permit a 
plebiscite on Formosa and pledged that, if the Formosans turned Chiang 
out (as they most certainly would), Dr. Liao would either accept a UN 
trusteeship to strengthen the peace, or continue the U. S. alliance. But this 
plea was ignored and news of it hushed, leaving the U. S. position on For- 
mosa morally wrong and politically weak — and all the veneer of military 
might we installed there will, in the end, only compound our weakness. 
The editor of a Washington, D. C., newspaper commented on Oct. 6, “The 
withholding of facts and information by Government agencies and officials 
has left our democracy blinded . . . The resultant lack of understanding is 
a principal source of discord that undermines our unity and strength.” 


WE HATE TO BRING IT UP but much effort is being made to 
silence the voice of religion when it speaks up against official policy. When 
denominational leaders prepare resolutions asking for a more accurate, 
temperate view towards communism, and for less military hysteria, they 
feel the pressure from high places. For instance, the National Presbyterian 
Assembly in a recent session passed some sharply worded resolutions along 
this line. President Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles, both Presbyterians, 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Post-Election Economics 
(continued) 

several recent books on how to in- 

vest for long-range security and 

speculation gains. Read some of 


these before you contact a broker. 
Or get a copy of Bantam Book’s paperback 
edition of How To Buy Stocks by Louis Engle, 
which is regarded as a basic and authoritative 
book on “‘what everybody should know about 
investing.” In addition, the N. Y. Times pub- 
lishes a book titled How To Read and Under- 
stand The Financial News which is available 
for $1. (N. Y. Times, 229 W. 43rd, N. Y. C.) 


As to the current trends in the 
stock market and the economic pic- 
ture in general: Most industrial 
stocks today are higher than their 
earnings warrant — because of what 
the financial experts call the present 
“emotional market.” Thus, good 
stocks, which earn well on realistic 
valuations, have been run up so 
high by buyer demand that they 
return only about 312 per cent on 
investment, or little if any more 
than Government or commercial 
bonds. Yet, because these stocks are 
“active,” good profits are being made 
by many in trading them as they 
move up and down. 

We are now, however, entering a 
four to six months period of rather 
tense watching and waiting. The 
recovery from the 1957-8 recession 
has been artificial to a considerable, 
but unknown, extent. Let no one be 
deceived by the fact that the press, 
reacting to GOP pressures, has re- 
mained silent on the artificial as- 
pects of the business recovery. 

Just when drastic cuts were being 
made in defense spending in 1957, 
accelerating the downward business 
trends—cuts demanded by the GOP 
pledge to balance the budget — 
along came sputnik. Big supple- 
mental appropriations were immedi- 
ately added to the defense budget, 
and military spending increased 
sharply. In the first six months of 
1958, defense orders totalled $10.8 
billion compared to only $6 billion 
in the last six months of 1957. Then 
came the Lebanon-Mideast crisis, 
followed by the Formosa war ten- 
sions. Our defense budget is sky- 
rocketing and the annual budget is 
in worse shape under the GOP than 
it has ever been before in time of 
peace. No longer are the Democrats 
“the party of national deficits.” The 
$12 billion national deficit for this 
year is almost all military and will 
add at least 7 per cent to the defla- 
tionary trends, for we are spending 
money we haven’t got on materials 
that make no contribution to living 
standards or national wealth. Thus, 
the dollar likely will go down in the 
next few months. There will be 
more dollars but they'll be cheaper. 

Underlying all this is the influ- 
ence of Republican politics. When 
business began to slip downward 
and unemployment grew in 1957, 
the GOP party leaders passed the 
word along to let business seek its 
own level until early fall of 58 — 


nearer election time. We reported at 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Post-Election Economics 
(continued) 

the time that heavy industry orders 
and expansion programs by steel, 
railroads, automobiles, chemicals, 
etc., were being held up until the pre- 
election months. This procedure was 
followed almost to the letter and 
with the defense spending accelerat- 
ed and the large industries renewing 
production schedules this late sum- 
mer and early fall, the business 
spurt was about the most abrupt in 
our economic history. How artificial 
the recovery was should be known 
in three or four months. 


The first thing to watch are the 
car sales: the automobile manufac- 
turers are praying and hoping for a 
five million car year. They really 
need 5,500,000 sales to recover 
from last year’s slump. Some econo- 
mists, looking at the large amount 
of savings in the banks, predict a 
good car year; other economists, 
inclined to question to whom these 
savings belong—the average citizen 
or those with surplus income in high 
brackets, an appraisal of savings 
never revealed in banking reports— 
are more impressed with the de- 
mand for economy in motoring and 
the tendency of the post-war gener- 
ation to look on a car as a way to 
get around rather than a way to 
keep ahead of the Jonses. Steel, 
chemicals, rubber, plastics and oth- 
er great industries hinge on automo- 
biles. If these 59 models don’t sell 
vigorously, a shudder will go up 
and down our collective economic 
spines. The 4,600,000 or more who 
are still out of work could quickly 
move above five million once more, 
and then the economic troubles of 
1957-58 will start all over again. 


But this will not mean a relapse 
into a long and deep recession with 
high level unemployment. We still 
hold to the thesis that the big de- 
pressions are a thing of the past. 
Instead, there will be a vast and 
swift expansion of Government sub- 
sidy and inflationary policies. The 
Government now subsidizes the 
shipbuilding industry; it also subsi- 
dizes steamship operations, and 
grants many financial favors to the 
airlines and railroads. The Govern- 
ment subsidizes the construction in- 
dustry by various devices to pro- 
vide mortgage credit at low interest 
rates. Then there are the tax write- 
offs (which mean subsidies) into the 
hundreds of millions of dollars which 
have benefited steel, aluminum, 
power and light corporations and 
others. The farmer has been subsi- 
dized for years. This system can 
and will be expanded indefinitely, if 
needed. If the pre-election return to 
prosperity proves synthetic and the 
recession threatens to return, it will 
have more force and dread wrapped 
up in it than previously and the 
Government will act, no matter 
what party is in power. 


Lead, Kindly 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


got the help of the President’s pastor, and tried to tone-down or kill the res- 
olutions. But Presbyterians don’t tone-down easily; the resolutions were 
passed. But many other churchmen have been less brave. (See C. F. Ed- 
mundson’s article in The Nation, Sept. 13, “The Lord and Mr. Dulles.”) 


THE MEANING OF DE GAULLE TO THE U. S. 


ENERAL De Gaulle still causes much worry in the capitals of Europe, 
although these political undertones are screened out of the news about 
France in most of the American press. While all are grateful that de Gaulle’s 


victory has decreased the influence of the French Communists, doubts still 
surround him. 


ALL CONCEDE that de Gaulle’s new constitution opens the door 
for totalitarian rule. It is as if the U. S. Congress could only debate and 
recommend, while the President and a Cabinet, picked by the President, 
made all the laws and enforced them. This is not the fault of de Gaulle but 
of the people of France who freely admit that they have become so divided 
by self-interest, so cynical and devoid of faith that only a strong man can 
save their society from disintegration. De Gaulle will not likely become a 
dictator, but if he fails to perform the miracles that the salvation of France 
requires, who will succeed him — now that the format for a strong-man 
rule has been established? This is what worries Europe: Will a Hitler-Mus- 
solini-Franco cycle start over again? All the foreign press reflects this fear. 

FRENCH COLONIALISM has been pictured in sections of the 
American press as vindicating itself in the large majority vote which 
de Gaulle garnered in urban Algeria. But a much larger proportion of the 
Algerian Moslem population did not vote at all — the sullen multitudes in 
the villages and across the North African plains who are still supporting 
the rebel cause. Perhaps de Gaulle’s generous offers of French-Moslem 
equality — in politics, jobs, education and state benefits — will win them, 
but Pan-Arabianism offers them even more impassioned fruit now that the 
Algerian Government-in-exile has been established in Cairo under the force- 
ful direction of Nasser. Paris has her eyes on the prospect of rich oil and 
mineral wealth in the Algerian Sahara. But Nasser is preaching the heady 
doctrine of freedom, with the full possession of their own national wealth 
by all the Arabic peoples — with no foreigners to siphon off the larger 
share. “Arabian wealth for the Arabs” are powerful words. 

THE WAR MUST STOP IN ALGERIA if de Gaulle is even to at- 
tempt his miracles, for the war drains $2 billion a year out of France. So 
the first miracle required of de Gaulle is that he stop the war. Next, he 
must revise the timid economic reforms he proposed last summer which do 
not begin to touch the economic sickness of France, for these arise to a 
great extent out of tax-dodging by the rich as well as by the well-to-do 
farmers. The proposed Government housing for workers will help, but it is 
only a stop-gap. While the tax-evil exists, any economic crisis that brings 
suffering to the French working class quickly stirs violent hatreds, so mobs 
form quickly in Paris streets. Communist power can again rise swiftly in 
France. In addition, de Gaulle has made no move to solve the problem of 
alcohol which drains France almost as much as the Algerian war. 


Can a political and economic rejuvenation come without some moral 
recovery? Perhaps the new unity and hope stirred by de Gaulle’s leader- 
ship may revive the faith of Frenchmen — in themselves and in mankind. 
The vigor and creativeness of the French people, which has so enriched the 
life of the world, is still there. A new spirit of responsibility and coopera- 
tion could sweep France. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Democracy & Dogma 

A conflict between Protestant- 
Jewish leaders and the Roman Cath- 
olics in New York City over birth 
control therapy brought into light 
the political philosophy of Roman 
Catholicism to a sharp degree. 
Some Catholic leaders, prodded by 
the hierarchy, staged what amount- 
ed to a crusade to forbid doctors 
from imparting birth control infor- 
mation to wives and mothers whose 
health and lives would be jeopar- 
dized by further pregnancy. 

The Roman hierarchy insisted 
that Catholic law should be applied 
to all doctors practicing in the city 
hospitals — irrespective of religion 
— and to all patients, Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike; in other words, 
that Catholic “law” should be en- 
forced upon all. The Protestant- 
Jewish leaders protested this stand, 
petitioning that doctors be given 
the right to prescribe birth control 
therapy for those mothers who re- 
quest it and whose health requires 
it, permitting each patient to be gov- 
erned by her own religious beliefs. 
This stand was roundly denounced 
by Catholic spokesmen as immoral, 
and they demanded that the dogma 
of the church must be above person- 
al choice or the personal rights of 
either physician or patient. 

The Catholic stand was never mod- 
ified but the vehemence with which 
the hierarchy pressed the matter 
was finally tempered by the growing 
realization that many Catholic lay- 
men were supporting the Protestant- 
Jewish view, through comments in 
the press, letters to the editors, etc. 
While the civil officials who control 
the city hospitals finally ruled in 
favor of the more democratic Prot- 
estant view, the Catholic leaders are 
now attempting to exert boycott 
pressure against doctors and hospital 
authorities who supported the Prot- 
estant-Jewish position. 

What would Catholic Sen. John 
Kennedy have to say about this in- 
cident? Mr. Kennedy, as a poten- 
tial presidential candidate, states 
that he believes in the separation of 
church and state and that he cannot 
conceive of an issue coming up in 
which his commitments to his 
church would conflict with his posi- 
tion as chief executive. Perhaps he 
is one of the progressive minded 
American Catholic laymen who 
would protest the hierarchy’s dog- 
matic ruling. If so, could he over- 
rule their demands and remain “a 
good Catholic!” Maybe so— for 
the Roman Church does change. 


Catholic Church Changes 

Pius XII will be considered by 
church historians as one of the most 
progressive and liberal Popes. Many 
changes came during his rule. These 
changes are significant in that they 
reveal an awareness on the part of 


the Vatican, at least in some areas 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Catholic Church Changes 
(continued) 

of modern life, that medieval atti- 

tudes and practices cannot be per- 

petuated without increasing conflict 

inside and outside the church. 


An old rule required that Catho- 
lics must fast— abstaining from 
food and all liquids, including wa- 
ter — from midnight until the time 
they received Holy Communion. 
Last year Pope Pius XII decreed 
that Catholics might eat solid foods 
and even drink alcoholic beverages 
up to three hours before Commun- 
ion and drink non-alcoholic liquids 
up to one hour before going to 
Communion. Many Catholics were 
distressed by these two rules for 
some believers have been so scrupu- 
lous they wouldn’t brush their teeth 
before mass for fear that a drop of 
water might trickle down their 
throats. Recognizing that when men 
and women must work at all hours 
of the day they are often denied the 
opportunity of Holy Communion 
early in the morning, the Pope au- 
thorized bishops to permit the cele- 
bration of Mass in the afternoon 
and evening. “The new rules,” stated 
a high church authority, “are to 
make Christ more available to the 
public in our modern day.” 

Pius XII also issued decrees to 
modernize the habits of dress of 
nuns so that they would not be so 
cumbersome and uncomfortable as 
the medieval costumes that still 
characterize most of the sisterhoods. 
The new costumes are just begin- 
ning to appear in this country. 

Pius urged the clergy and nuns 
to participate in elections. He even 
insisted that cloistered nuns, who by 
their vows are never to leave the 
premises of their convents without 
special order, should go to the polls 
on election day in whatever country 
they reside. The late Pope also fa- 
vored the revision in the liturgy to 
encourage Catholics to participate 
more in the church services. One of 
the most important changes was 
made in 1956 when the liturgy for 
Holy Week was revised. In recent 
centuries many of the most impres- 
sive ceremonies of Holy Week were 
performed in the early morning 
mass when the churches were al- 
most empty. The Pope ordered that 
Holy Week liturgy be performed 
during the day or even in the eve- 
ning, thus the most dramatic mass 
celebration during Holy Week now 
takes place when people can attend 
in larger numbers. Permission was 
granted for American priests to use 
English instead of Latin in certain 
sections of the ceremonies of bap- 
tism, matrimony and extreme unc- 
tion. However, Pope Pius opposed 
the suggestion that the national 
language be substituted entirely for 
Latin in the mass, explaining that 
the church still needs a universal 





language at the altar. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


U. S. REACTIONARIES PRAISE DE GAULLE; their spokes- 
men in press and radio are insinuating that democracy doesn’t work any 
more. Many commentators say outright that “You can’t trust the pub- 
lic. America had better learn that from France — and from a strong man 
like de Gaulle.” 


IT WAS THIS FEVER in U. S. industrial and political circles that 
swept Gen. Douglas MacArthur to a brief political summit, after Truman 
had pulled that proud figure home from Korea. The propaganda blared, 
“At last, we have a strong man! One who knows discipline, how to give 
orders and have them obeyed.” But the dramatic leadership envisioned was 
in the aura of the uniform and the stalwart pose, and not in the aging gen- 
eral’s tired mind. Then the seekers turned in desperation to ambitious, ram- 
bunctious Sen. McCarthy; they fawned over him with huzzahs and Cadil- 
lacs, thrusting upon him the kind of armor only giants wear. But McCarthy 
was far from being a giant, and again the vision of a strong man smoldered 
back into the angry minds. 


HE WAVES OF HATRED AGAINST WALTER REUTHER spring 

out of these same minds, a hatred that has become psychopathic. Be- 
cause Reuther spent some months in Russia when he was of college age, he 
is called a Communist — in full page ads and tons of propaganda now 
flooding the country — without a scrap of evidence to support the charge. 
Thousands of American students, engineers and writer-observers went to 
Russia in the 1930’s with curiosity and enthusiasm, to return disillusioned 
—as did Reuther. The anti-Reuther tirades quote from a letter Reuther 
wrote to his family during the first weeks of his Soviet visit while a youth 
barely out of his teens, underscoring his naive enthusiasm for Russia — 
without acknowledging his repudiation of the Soviet tyranny promptly 
upon his return. 


REUTHER WOULD PROBABLY RANK AS A LABORITE if 
he were an Englishman. So it might be said that he is a Socialist. But then 
the officials of General Motors, du Pont, Republic Steel and other indus- 
tries, who are financing the nationwide Reuther smear attack, charge that 
socialism, as it has existed in England, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and 
elsewhere, is the same as communism, which is a flat falsehood. 

We are neither paying tribute to Reuther nor to socialism in this, 
but to truth. Industrialists have every right to combat the labor leaders in 
politics, but when large sums are used to poison the public mind with hate- 
breeding distortions and gross falsehoods, we are facing subversion of our 
national security just as certainly as if these evils were perpetrated by Reds. 

THE REAL INNER THREAT of this situation is thrown into 
bold outline by the fact that the same forces trying to destroy Reuther are 
nurturing and protecting James Hoffa, the dictator of the corrupt and rack- 
et-infested International Teamsters Union. Hoffa does business through his 
Teamsters with almost all of these large corporations. It is common knowl- 
edge, as brought out by writers in the Washington, D. C., press at the time, 
that these same business interests — through the National Assn. of Manu- 
facturers and the U. S. Chamber of Commerce — opposed the passage of 
labor reform bills in Congress which would have given teeth to Govern- 
ment efforts to get Hoffa and his union under control. 


WALTER REUTHER IS RIGIDLY HONEST in his personal 
dealings —a fact none have seriously challenged, and his CIO unions, 
tough and ruthless as they often are, have so far remained clear of charges 
of corruption and gangsterism through all the investigations. (The old-line 
AFL unions unfortunately harbor most of the racketeers.) Then why do the 
reactionary fanatics in industry seek to destroy Reuther, while they nurture 
Hoffa? (There are many progressive minded industrialists who have good 
relations with Reuther and with labor in general.) 


THE ANSWER IS QUITE CLEAR: Hoffa does not seek social re- 
form; he will go along on any deal, asking no questions if he gets his cut— 
and the cooperation from industry that enables him to keep his union in 
line. Reuther is a driving reformer and is becoming politically effective in 
sponsoring and backing candidates, and we agree that a labor controlled 
Congress would be as bad as a big business controlled Congress. But Reuth- 
er is also a devout Christian layman (Lutheran). He is no doubt ambitious, 
but Hoffa is also ambitious and recognizes no moral principles but expedi- 
ency. Reuther’s growing strength and the prospects that he will likely suc- 
ceed George Meany, as the head of the combined AFL-CIO unions, means 
that he might become a strong figure in a time of crisis — and he is the 
antithesis of the “strong man” which the reactionary bloc envisions. He 
must therefore be destroyed even if that leaves only Hoffa. It’s happened 
before: when the German extremists after World War I had killed off Gus- 
tav Stresemann with his program of international reconciliation and indus- 


trial reform, there remained only Hitler. 








Poison & Politics 

An ever-increasing flood of chem- 
icals is being poured into the na- 
tion’s food supply by the large food 
processing companies. This trend 
has become so pronounced and 
harmful that the noted Beech-Nut 
Corp., which manufactures baby 
foods and other canned goods, has 
appealed to Congress for new laws 
to compel food processors to stop 
using many chemicals. 

Dr. L. G. Cox, research chief at 
Beech-Nut, told a Congressional 
Committee that a widespread inves- 
tigation of the use of chemicals in 
food was overdue, that Beech-Nut 
is having difficulty buying food that 
has not already been poisoned by 
chemicals while in cultivation or in 
the first stages of handling and ship- 
ping. Harmful pesticidal residues 
are continually found on fruits and 
vegetables. The company has reject- 
ed numerous contracted shipments 
of apples, because of sprays that 
have been used, and is now making 
fruit and vegetable contracts that 
stipulate the growers must avoid the 
use of certain sprays and poisons 
now in general use. 

Dr. R. C. Newton, chemist and 
Vice-President of Swift & Co., also 
testifying before the Committe, said 
“There is danger that the present 
situation will lead to disaster, not 
only to public health, but in under- 
mining public confidence in the food 
industry and in the chemical indus- 
try at large.” Dr. Newton and Dr. 
Cox, speaking for honest food pro- 
ducers who try to keep their prod- 
ucts clean, scored the Manufactur- 
ing Chemists Assn. for spear-head- 
ing the present propaganda drive to 
block Congressional remedial legis- 
lation that would enable the Federal 
Drug Administration more ade- 
quately to police the use of chemi- 
cals in food products. 

The particular legislation that the 
Manufacturing Chemists Assn. has 
been fighting is the proposed law 
that would require the food proces- 
sors to test all chemicals introduced 
into food products and submit proof 
to the FDA that the chemicals add- 
ed are harmless. The present law 
permits the food processor to dump 
in any chemical preservative they 
care to and leave it to the Federal 
Drug Administration to make the 
tests and ascertain whether the chem- 
icals are harmful. Only after com- 
plaints have been filed with public 
health authorities, revealing that the 
public health is being endangered, 
can the FDA take corrective meas- 
ures. Legislation has been pending 
for over four years in Congress to 
change present laws, but the opposi- 
tion of the food and chemical com- 
panies has been intense. Because of 
advertising pressures, the press has 
touched lightly on this controversy. 
But the next session of Congress 
will see this issue again to the fore. 


